
Acoustic World Music /
Chamber Jazz from Finland

Pipoka was founded by Jarmo Julkunen and Veli Kujala in 1999. 

The band started by playing instrumental music in the spirit of the 

great Brazilian accordionist Sivuca (1930–2006). The fi rst album 

(Veli Kujala: Pipoka, Rockadillo Records) was released in 2004 and 

featured compositions by Egberto Gismonti, Hermeto Pascoal and 

Sivuca alongside of a few original pieces. Shortly after the release 

of the album Pipoka’s quintet set-up changed to the unique trio 

formation, where the fretless bass, percussion and the vibraphone 

are replaced by Petri Keskitalo’s tuba. Nowadays the repertoire 

is composed almost exclusively by the band members, though the 

“Brazilian-Ugric chamber jazz” origins are not forgotten.

The opening track Eiffel was composed for Pipoka’s concert in 

Apt, France. The album’s title track Veto combines infl uences from 

music by Steve Reich and Philip Glass with the virtuosic bass lines 

in the style of Jaco Pastorius and Pekka Pohjola. “Veto” also has 

other meanings in Finnish, for example a bet, a gig played by a band 

or a social event with lots of booze.

The funky Tupolev is originally composed for tuba and euphonium. The headquarters of the aerospace company 

Tupolev is located in Moscow, Russia. The darkly colored Auer (Haze) evolves from the famous Argentinian new tango 

movement, which used to be part of Pipoka’s repertoire. Diego is homage to Spanish composer Diego Ortiz (ca. 1510 

– ca. 1570) and has a quotation from his composition Recercada Secunda. The idea for Kolothos was born during a 

scooter ride in Samos, Greece.

Liro (The Wood Sandpiper) is dedicated to Finnish virtuoso jazz pianist Iiro Rantala, whose fi rst name is sometimes 

found misspelled in this way. P.J. Hannikainen (1854–1924), the composer of Ardilla (Squirrel’s Nest), was born in 

Nurmes, Finland. Concorde and Pau Doido, two original Brazilian compositions, have been in Pipoka’s repertoire for 

almost ten years and now fi nally recorded. The prelude for these two pieces, Wingsnaps, was written on a plane trip 

from Paris to Helsinki.

Pipoka is:

Veli Kujala – accordion, bandoneon, quarter-tone accordion

Jarmo Julkunen – acoustic guitars, electric guitars, 12-string guitar, cavaquinho, banjo, renaissance guitar

Petri Keskitalo – tuba, farfi sa, additional noise
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